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flooding in Oxford 
and the tragic 
Independence Day 
2025 flooding in 
the hill country of 
Texas. He will also 
review atmospheric 
conditions and other 
factors that also 
lead to periods of 
extended drought 
conditions along 
with updated 
approaches to 
improving climate 
resilience
in Connecticut. 

Professor O’Donnell biography:
Jim O’Donnell is a physical oceanographer. He 
studies the physical processes that determine the 
circulation and transport of materials in the coastal 
ocean. He earned a BSc. (Hons) in Applied Physics 
from Strathclyde University in Scotland, and a MS 
and PhD in Oceanography from the University of 
Delaware. After two years as a Postdoctoral Research 
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Note Our Morning Agenda!
Registration & Breakfast - 8:00 AM

Business Meeting - 8:45 AM
Keynote Speaker Panel - 9:00 AM

CACIWC is again scheduling our keynote speaker 
panel at 9:00 AM immediately following the 8:45 
AM Business Meeting and before the workshop 
sessions. This will allow our members to network 
with other attendees during the luncheon, free from 
any presentations. 

conference, continued on page 4

Following last year’s 50th Anniversary celebration, 
CACIWC has selected topics for our 2025 
conference that will support our conservation 

& inland wetlands commission members and staff as 
they continue their important efforts throughout the 
next decade and beyond. This year’s conference will 
again feature a keynote speaker panel, twelve multi-
speaker breakout workshops, and many nonprofit and 
commercial exhibitors. 

We are pleased to welcome our two keynote speakers, 
James O’Donnell, PhD, University of Connecticut 
Professor of Marine Sciences and Executive 
Director of the Connecticut Institute for Resilience 
and Climate Adaptation (CIRCA), along with State 
Representative Mary Mushinsky. Information from 
both of their presentations will help CACIWC member 
commissions and staff understand how to effectively 
conduct their important work, which continues to 
be impacted by emerging threats of both natural and 
human origin.  

Professor O’Donnell will provide current climate and 
weather data, focusing on climate change and other 
factors that contribute to increased severe coastal 
and inland flooding events such as the August 2024 

CACIWC’s 48th Annual Meeting & Environmental Conference
Continuing Our Support of Connecticut’s Conservation & 

Inland Wetlands Commission Members & Staff!

James O'Donnell, PhD, UConn Professor 
of Marine Sciences and Executive Director, 
Connecticut Institute for Resilience & 
Climate Adaptation (CIRCA)

We will be meeting at our 
new Conference Venue!

http://www.caciwc.org
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As the CACIWC Board of Directors makes final 
preparations for our 2025 annual conference, 
the 48th Annual Meeting and Environmental 

Conference, we remember the stories shared by long-term 
commission members and staff who celebrated the 50th 
Anniversary of CACIWC with us at last year’s conference. 

These stories reminded us of the many conservation and 
inland wetlands commissioners and staff who have made 
important contributions in preserving local habitats within 
their communities while serving their towns during these 
past decades. While organizing our annual conferences, 
we strive to honor these commissioners by continuing 
to provide you with the latest science-based updates on 
habitat and wildlife conservation, along with scientifically 
supported and legally based approaches to the regulation of 
wetlands and watercourses. 

We believe activities in support of our municipal 
commissions are even more important now as we learn 
of the almost daily rollbacks of key federal programs, 
staff, regulations, and science supporting conservation and 
environmental protection. We hope that our 2025 annual 
conference will inspire you to continue your efforts to 
increase resilience to the impact of climate change and 
other emerging threats within your town and our great State 
of Connecticut. 

In other news:
1. During this past year, the CACIWC Board of Directors 
and its Annual Meeting Committee reviewed the many 
comments and suggestions submitted as part of our 2024 

http://www.caciwc.org
mailto:TheHabitat@caciwc.org
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How to Register For Our 2025 Conference

Two methods are available to register for the 
conference:
 

1) You can register using the online form and pay 
by credit card, debit card, PayPal account or mail 
your check to our office.  This form is located on our 
website, at: 
CACIWC Annual Meeting & Environmental 
Conference.
 
2) You may also register the traditional way by 
completing and mailing the printed form to our office 
along with your check. This form is also located on 
our website at: Registration Form.

Please note that a major discount on the registration 
fee is available to current CACIWC members. Two 
methods are also available for you or your commission 
to renew your membership:
 
1) You can renew your membership using the online 
form and pay by credit card, debit card, PayPal 
account or mail your check to our office.  This form is 
located on our website, at: CACIWC Membership 
Form 2025-26.

2) You may also renew your CACIWC membership 
the traditional way by completing and mailing the 
printed form to our office along with your check.  This 
form is also located on our website at: CACIWC 
Dues Renewal 2025-26 printable form.pdf.

The renewal of your membership dues will not 
only help us fund the conference, but also support 
upcoming issues of The Habitat. Please also consider 

becoming a conference sponsor this year. Your 
sponsorship at any level will also help us fund this 
in-person conference. Please see the sponsorship 
categories listed on our registration form and website: 
CACIWC_2025_AnnMtg sponsorship.pdf.

Would your organization like to register to exhibit at 
our 2025 conference or advertise in our conference 
brochure? Please see additional information at:
CACIWC_2025_AnnMtg sponsorship.pdf.

Nonprofit organizations can exhibit at a greatly 
reduced price, please see: Nonprofit Exhibitor 
Registration.

We encourage you to periodically check our website 
for updates: www.caciwc.org. Feel free to contact us 
with any questions at: AnnualMtg@caciwc.org.
 
Thank you, we look forward to seeing you at the 
conference!

DELIVERING VALUE TO CLIENTS 
IN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

BL Companies specializes in Natural & 
Cultural Resource studies related to:

Land Development • Energy • 
Telecommunications • Infrastructure • 

Transportation • Regulatory Compliance

Wetlands & Soils Scientists • Biologists 
Ecologists • Archaeologists

BL Companies, Inc. 
800.301.3077
blcompanies.com
Meriden | Hartford

Ferrucci & Walicki, LLC 
 

www.fwforesters.com 
 

6 Way Road, Middlefield, CT 06455 
CT and MA Certified Foresters 

NRCS Technical Service Provider 

 

Forest management, timber harvest, 
recreation and wildlife habitat plans 

 

Boundary and GIS mapping services 
 

PA 490 and Chapter 61 
 

860-349-7007  –  fw@fwforesters.com 

http://www.caciwc.org
https://caciwc.wufoo.com/forms/caciwc-annual-meeting-environmental-conference/
https://caciwc.wufoo.com/forms/caciwc-annual-meeting-environmental-conference/
https://www.caciwc.org/pages/annualMtg/2025/forms/WS 25 Annual Mtg-Confer. Registration Form web.pdf
https://caciwc.wufoo.com/forms/caciwc-membership-form-202526/
https://caciwc.wufoo.com/forms/caciwc-membership-form-202526/
https://www.caciwc.org/library/forms/CACIWC Dues Renewal 2025-26 printable form.pdf
https://www.caciwc.org/library/forms/CACIWC Dues Renewal 2025-26 printable form.pdf
https://www.caciwc.org/pages/annualMtg/2025/forms/CACIWC_2025_AnnMtg sponsorship.pdf
https://www.caciwc.org/pages/annualMtg/2025/forms/CACIWC_2025_AnnMtg sponsorship.pdf
https://caciwc.wufoo.com/forms/nonprofit-exhibitor-registration
https://caciwc.wufoo.com/forms/nonprofit-exhibitor-registration
http://www.caciwc.org
mailto:AnnualMtg@caciwc.org
http://blcompanies.com
http://www.fwforesters.com
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conference, continued from page 1
Associate in the Department of Applied Mathematics 
and Theoretical Physics at Cambridge University, 
England, he joined the faculty of the University of 
Connecticut in 1987 and was appointed Professor in 
1999. He was elected to the Connecticut Academy of 
Science and Engineering in 2009 and was appointed to 
be Executive Director of the Connecticut Institute for 
Resilience and Climate Adaptation (CIRCA) in 2014.

State Representative Mary Mushinsky will continue 
discussions on preparing for severe weather events 
and improving climate resilience by outlining the 
value of stream and river riparian areas including 
providing an update of her work as Co-Chairperson 
of the Connecticut General Assembly Environment 
Committee Working Group on Riparian Buffers. She 
will also advise local commissions on how to respond 
to the continuing rollback of federal programs, staff, 
science funding, and regulations that have long 
supported efforts in conservation, environmental 
protection, and preparations for climate change.

Representative 
Mary Mushinsky 
Biography:
Mary Mushinsky 
was first elected 
to the Connecticut 
House of Represen-
tatives in 1980 on 
a platform of envi-
ronmental activism, 
consumer advocacy 
and improved en-
ergy policies. She 
currently holds the 
leadership position 
of Assistant Deputy Speaker Pro Tempore.

Mary has held various other leadership positions 
including co-chair of the legislature’s bipartisan 
Program Review and Investigations Committee, 
specializing in preparing workforce for a changing 
economy, retraining older and long-term unemployed 
workers, apprenticeships, and improving efficiency 
of state programs. The committee spotlighted and 
expanded the state’s most successful apprenticeship 
program, Platform to Employment. Mary previously 

served as co-chair of the legislature’s Select 
Committee on Children for ten years and passed 
the state’s anti-bullying law. She is the recipient of 
numerous awards for adolescent pregnancy prevention 
and reduction of child poverty.

She also served for six years as co-chair of the 
legislature’s Environment Committee. A biologist 
by training, Mary has been the chief proponent in 
the Connecticut legislature of major environmental 
legislation enacted during the 1980s and 1990s, 
including mandatory recycling, packaging reduction, 
open-space preservation, global warming mitigation 
and endangered species protection laws.

Mary served as a member of the Commission on 
Enhancing Agency Outcomes and the Results-
Based Accountability Working Group to achieve 
greater efficiencies in taxpayer funded programs, as 
well as the Peak Oil Caucus to reduce the impact 
of high oil prices on residents and businesses. She 
currently serves on the Manufacturing Caucus and the 
Sportsmen’s Caucus.

Mary M. Mushinsky, CT State Representative 
& Co-Chair of the Connecticut Working 
Group on Riparian Buffers)

New England Wetland Plants, Inc.
Wholesale Native Plant Nursery

Your source for...

Trees, Shrubs, Ferns, Flowering Perennials, and Grasses 
Coastal and Inland Wetland Plants

Native Seed Mixes

14 Pearl Lane, South Hadley, MA 01075 
Phone: (413) 548-8000 

 Email: info@newp.com Web: www.newp.com

conference, continued on page 5
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We are very excited to welcome you to our new 
conference venue will also host a revised layout of 
new and informative displays arranged in a spacious 
setting that will promote open discussions and 
networking opportunities among our members and 
other conference attendees.

Be certain to arrive early to pick up your badge and 
registration materials in time to be in your seats for 
the 8:45 AM business meeting. Be certain to register 
soon to enable us to provide the early estimate of our 
attendees required by our venue. We are anticipating 
a large crowd this year so register early to avoid being 
place on a waiting list! Look for additional conference 
news and information on our website. Please direct 
any questions on our annual conference to us at: 
AnnualMtg@caciwc.org.

Our 2025 Annual Meeting & Environmental 
Conference will include four revised and updated 
workshop tracks with twelve workshops that cover 
emerging new issues. Please see the workshop 
schedule and the detailed workshop descriptions 
starting on page 6.

In Wallingford, Mary initiated and serves as co-
chair of the Quinnipiac River Linear Trail Advisory 
Committee, which works with local, state and federal 
officials and the community to expand the pedestrian/
bicycle trail. She also served on the Wallingford Energy 
Conservation Commission, which promoted the energy 
audit and energy management recommendations now 
implemented by the Town of Wallingford school 
system. Mary is a member and legislative liaison for 
the Coalition for a Better Wallingford, which seeks to 
reduce drug and alcohol abuse.

She was recently appointed to serve as Co-
Chairperson of the Connecticut General Assembly 
Environment Committee Working Group on 
Riparian Buffers. The initial discussions and 
findings of this working group will be also be 
discussed during this conference.

Mary lives in Wallingford with her husband Martin 
J. Waters and has two adult sons, Martin and 
Edward Waters.

PLANTERSʼ CHOICE NURSERY

www.planterschoice.com

You want to provide nothing but the
best for the cultivated landscape. 
For over 50 years, Planters’ Choice has
been doing just that.

When your project needs top quality 
natives, other northern grown product,
and plants carefully sourced from 
top-tier nurseries, trust in our team
to consistently make that happen.

140 Huntingtown Road
Newtown, CT 06470

(203) 426-4037

1201 Bunker Hill  Road
Watertown, CT 06795

(860) 945-6588

conference, continued from page 4

http://www.caciwc.org
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CACIWC’s Environmental Conference Schedule & Workshops

Session 3
2:45 - 3:45 PM

Track A. Protecting Species 
of Greatest Conservation 
Need (SGCN)

Workshop A1 Workshop A2  Workshop A3

Track B. Inland Wetlands 
Law & Regulation Workshop B1 Workshop B2 Workshop B3

Track C. Riparian Ecology 
& Climate Impacts

Track D. Assisting 
Commissioners with New 
Tools & Updated Programs

Workshop C1 Workshop C2 Workshop C3

Workshop D1 Workshop D2 Workshop D3

Tracks
Session 1

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Session 2

1:30 - 2:30 PM

Conference Schedule & Workshop Descriptions:
(Four Tracks, Three Sessions, 12 Workshops)

A1. “Municipal environmental stewardship: 
Working together to conserve the secretive 
eastern spadefoot” (by invitation to these towns only*)
Hank Gruner, Herpetologist, Member of the Andover 
Conservation Commission, & retired Vice President 
of Programs, CT Science Center, and Dennis Quinn, 
Herpetologist & Owner of Quinn Ecological, LLC
The state-endangered eastern spadefoot is among 
New England’s rarest amphibians. In Connecti-
cut, this unique frog is currently found in only nine 
towns, with a historic decline in at least a half dozen 
additional towns. Core populations are associat-
ed with sandy soils in low-lying areas within the 
Quinebaug River valley in eastern Connecticut and 
the northern Connecticut River valley in Hartford 
Country. These regions are experiencing significant 
land-use changes with the expansion of large-scale 
commercial development and solar fields. These de-
velopments present local commissions with a com-
plexity of environmental challenges, including, the 
protection of species of greatest conservation need, 
wetlands, and other critical habitats. 

 
The workshop is applicable to conservation commis-
sion and inland wetland commission members and 
will provide information on: the ecology of the eastern 
spadefoot, identifying and mapping areas with suit-
able surficial geology, identifying potential ephemeral 
breeding wetlands during site reviews, and conserva-
tion recommendations.
*Limited to commissioners & staff from these 17 towns: Brook-
lyn, Canterbury, East Windsor, Ellington, Enfield, Griswold, Lis-
bon, Manchester, North Stonington, Plainfield, Preston, Somers, 
South Windsor, Sterling, Suffield, Windsor, & Voluntown.

B1. “Inland Wetlands Law; CT DEEP Online 
Training Course Questions & Answers”
Janet Brooks, Attorney at Law, LLC with others
Wetlands training is now required for all! After watch-
ing the DEEP training modules are there questions you 
wished you could have asked a live presenter? Have 
you watched a module or two and were blown away 
by covering all of the wetlands act in module 2? This 
workshop is for you! Bring your questions from online 
training. Please also bring your municipal regulations 

Session 1 (11:00 AM - 12:00 PM)

workshops, continued on page 7
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CACIWC’s Environmental Conference Schedule & Workshops (con’t.)
in whatever format you will be accessing them during 
every commission meeting – tablet, laptop or hard-co-
py. I will be working from the DEP Model Regula-
tions, 4th edition (2006) and the CT inland wetlands 
statute. This will be a hands-on workshop. Have you 
been putting off starting the training? You, too, are 
invited to this workshop. Don’t come empty-handed, 
bring your regulations. This will be as much fun as a 
Tom Lehrer concert. (Google him!)

C1. “Natural and manmade factors limiting 
stream dynamics: How policies on beaver man-
agement and culverts impact climate resilience”
Louanne Cooley and Kayla Vargas from the 
Connecticut Institute of Resilience and Climate 
Adaptation (UConn CIRCA)
Current climate change modeling points to increased 
precipitation as temperatures rise. However, knowing 
where and when that precipitation will fall is 
unresolved. Towns can reduce vulnerability to flooding 
by understanding how waterways may be vulnerable to 
flooding under higher or extreme precipitation. Nature 
based solutions like riparian corridors or enhanced 

beaver habitat can slow down water flow allowing 
for more infiltration. Knowing where manmade 
constrictions like culverts are located and if these 
structures are adequate is a first step in increasing 
infrastructure resilience to future climate impacts.

D1. “New CT DEEP Online GIS Tool 
for Evaluating Renewable Energy Siting 
(CREST)”
Stuart DeLand, CT DEEP, Environmental Analyst, 
Engineering, Safety, and Sustainability Division 
& Eric Hammerling, CT DEEP, Director, Office of 
Environmental Review & Strategic Initiatives (ERSI)
In May, the Connecticut Department of Energy & En-
vironmental Protection (DEEP) launched a web-based 
tool to assist communities with the potential siting of 
solar projects and further the goal of increasing Con-
necticut’s supply of zero-carbon energy. The “Com-
munity Renewable Energy Siting Tool” (CREST) pro-
vides free access to ~35 layers of data – demographic, 
forestry, geology, land use, water, wildlife, and more 
– from state, federal, and institutional sources that 

Learn from experts about 
science & conservation, wildlife, 

recreation, history/art, and people 
making a difference. 

 

Subscribe Today! See link at:
 https://www.estuarymagazine.com/

subscribe/ 
 

Estuary magazine is a publication 
of the nonprofit Watershed Fund.

Join a Community of Advocates for the Connecticut River and its Watershed

workshops, continued on page 8

http://www.caciwc.org
https://www.estuarymagazine.com
https://www.estuarymagazine.com/subscribe/
https://www.estuarymagazine.com/subscribe/
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CACIWC’s Environmental Conference Schedule & Workshops (con’t.)

can be used by municipal commissions, community 
planners, solar developers, conservation organizations, 
members of the public, and others to visualize where 
renewable energy best fits into Connecticut’s diverse 
landscape. This tool is free to use, does not require 
a Geographic Information Systems license or spe-
cialized training, is maintained for quality control by 
DEEP, and is available today for a variety of potential 
uses. Learn more about CREST and how to use it from 
the developers of the tool at DEEP. 

A2. “Implementation of Connecticut’s Wildlife 
Action Plan: CACIWC’s Essential Role, Part 1” 
Brian Hess, Wildlife Biologist - Wildlife Diversity 
Program, CT Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP), Kevin Burgio, Wildlife Biologist 
- Terwilliger Consulting, Inc., Katy Bischoff, PhD 
student, UConn, & Hank Gruner, Herpetologist & 
Andover Conservation Commission member
Connecticut’s 2025 Wildlife Action Plan identifies 
priority actions to address issues facing Connecticut’s 
native fish, wildlife and habitats for the next 10 years. 
Involvement from partners throughout the state is cru-
cial to ensure that key actions in the 2025 Plan are im-
plemented. Connecticut’s municipalities, particularly 
their Conservation and Inland Wetland Commissions, 
are uniquely positioned to facilitate conservation ac-
tions at local levels. Additionally, the Plan can help 
municipalities with information including the devel-
opment of Conservation and Development Plans and 
Natural Resource Inventories. Collectively, these local 
actions can result in major statewide benefits for the 
conservation of Connecticut’s native fish, wildlife, and 
their habitats. This two-session workshop will provide 
a forum for information sharing and dialogue to ad-
vance thinking and action related to implementation of 
Connecticut’s Wildlife Action Plan. Specific outcomes 
will include a list of actions that CACIWC members 
can focus on, ways for CACIWC members to bene-
fit from the Plan, ideas for building momentum, and 
implementation stories to learn from. Part 1 includes 
basic information about the Wildlife Action Plan and 
introduces implementation tools developed for the 
2025 revision.

B2. “2025 Wetlands Law & Regulations Update 
with Question & Answer Session”
Janet Brooks, Attorney at Law, LLC, Mark Branse, 
Halloran & Sage, LLP, & Retired Judge Marshall 
Berger, Jr. with Darcy Winther & Kristen O’Neill, 
State of Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP)
This always popular inland wetlands session has been 
brought back again to keep you current with the law. 
Bring your questions on any aspects of the Connecticut 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act (IWWA) three 
years following our 2022 celebration of the Act’s 50th 
Anniversary. Questions on inland wetlands regulations? 
There is still much to discuss! Come ready to pose ques-
tions as you try to stump the team!

C2. “Riparian tree canopy density as a key 
indicator of water quality: Fostering informed 
wetland management in Connecticut’s towns 
and watersheds”
Tracey L. Miller, PhD, Martin-Gatton College of 
Agriculture, Food, and Environment, University of 
Kentucky and Mariana A. Fragomen, PhD, College of 
Agriculture, Health, & Natural Resources, University 
of Connecticut
A positive relationship exists between riparian trees 
and the condition and function of wetlands and water-
courses. Consequently, high degrees of riparian distur-
bance can create widespread stressors on wetlands and 
watercourses. Research in silviculture has identified an 
optimal balance of dappled shade and open sunlight to 
support stream integrity in isolated, naturalized areas. 
However, less is known about the relationship between 
riparian tree canopy density (RTCD) and water quality 
along urban-rural gradients. This data gap constrains 
wetland managers from making informed decisions 
on tree removal for wetland permit applications. This 
project identifies relationships between RTCD and 
watercourse integrity in Connecticut over a ten-year 
period. The project uses existing forest cover and wa-
ter quality data to identify RTCD within 300-meter 
watercourse buffers adjacent to unimpaired wetlands 
and watercourses contrasted with impaired wetlands 

Session 2 (1:30 - 2:30 PM)

conference, continued on page 9
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CACIWC’s Environmental Conference Schedule & Workshops (con’t.)

particularly their Conservation and Inland Wetland 
Commissions, are uniquely positioned to facilitate 
conservation actions at local levels. Additionally, the 
Plan can help municipalities with information including 
the development of Conservation and Development 
Plans and Natural Resource Inventories. Collectively, 
these local actions can result in major statewide 
benefits for the conservation of Connecticut’s native 
fish, wildlife, and their habitats. This two-session 
workshop will provide a forum for information sharing 
and dialogue to advance thinking and action related to 
implementation of Connecticut’s Wildlife Action Plan. 
Specific outcomes will include a list of actions that 
CACIWC members can focus on, ways for CACIWC 
members to benefit from the Plan, ideas for building 
momentum, and implementation stories to learn from. 
Part 2 includes information about how conservation 
commission priorities mesh with the Wildlife Action 
Plan and a discussion of challenges and opportunities 
for implementation.

B3. “Updates on Approaches to Protection of 
Riparian Areas”
Alicea Charamut, Executive Director, Rivers Alliance 
of Connecticut with Mark Branse, Halloran & Sage, 
LLP, Janet Brooks, Attorney at Law, LLC, Retired 
Judge Marshall Berger, Jr. & Joan Nichols, CT 
Certified Forester
The importance of protecting riparian areas has grown 
to national prominence during recent severe flooding 
events throughout the country. In addition to helping 
to mitigate storms, these areas are valuable in the pro-
tection of aquatic habitats, water quality and essential 
for source water protection. The scope of work of the 
CT General Assembly “Working Group on Riparian 
Buffers” currently underway will be discussed along 
with a comparison of the approaches to regulating 
buffers and upland review areas while emphasizing the 
role of local land use agencies in protection of these 
critical areas. Several experts on inland wetlands and 
planning & zoning law will be available to provide up-
dates and respond to legal questions along with a CT 
certified forester who will discuss riparian forests.

and watercourses. The project identifies 40 municipali-
ties of special concern and recommends adding riparian 
tree ordinances to their planning and zoning regulations. 
Identifying RTCD as a key indicator of water quality 
has important implications for Connecticut’s public pol-
icy, riparian management, and planning efforts.

D2. “Free & Field-Tested: How CT RC&D’s 
Environmental Review Team Can Help Your 
Municipality” 
Christian Swanson, Energy & Environmental 
Programs Coordinator, Jocelyn Lahey, Executive 
Director, Connecticut Resource Conservation & 
Development Area, Inc. (CT RC&D), and Jim Cordier, 
Hebron Wetlands Agent/Land Use Assistant
In this workshop, CT RC&D will highlight the Envi-
ronmental Review Team (ERT) program, which pro-
vides municipalities and land trusts with a team of ex-
pert volunteers who complete natural resource inven-
tories, offer best management practices, and support 
conservation-based decision making. You will learn 
about the history of the ERT program, the application 
process, how CT RC&D coordinates site visits & the 
review process, and have the opportunity to view some 
completed ERT reports. Jim Cordier, Hebron Wetlands 
Agent/Land Use Assistant will share their experience 
and tell us how they have utilized their ERT report in 
land-use decision making and conservation efforts.

A3. “Implementation of Connecticut’s Wildlife 
Action Plan: CACIWC’s Essential Role, Part 2” 
Brian Hess, Wildlife Biologist - Wildlife Diversity 
Program, CT Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP), Kevin Burgio, Wildlife Biologist 
- Terwilliger Consulting, Inc., Katy Bischoff, PhD 
student, UConn, & Hank Gruner, Herpetologist & 
Andover Conservation Commission member 
Connecticut’s 2025 Wildlife Action Plan identifies 
priority actions to address issues facing Connecticut’s 
native fish, wildlife and habitats for the next 10 
years. Involvement from partners throughout the 
state is crucial to ensure that key actions in the 2025 
Plan are implemented. Connecticut’s municipalities, 

Session 3 (2:45 - 3:45 PM)

conference, continued on page 10
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CACIWC’s Environmental Conference Schedule & Workshops (con’t.)

 
C3. “CT DEEP Volunteer Water Monitoring 
Program & Cold-Water Stream Habitat Mapping” 
Melissa Czarnowski, Volunteer Monitoring 
Coordinator and Mary Becker, Water Monitoring & 
Assessment Supervisor Connecticut Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP)
Connecticut is fortunate to be a water-rich state, home 
to thousands of miles of rivers and streams and thou-
sands of acres of lakes and ponds. One of the Con-
necticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) Water Monitoring and Assessment 
Program’s primary tasks is to conduct water quality 
monitoring assessments to evaluate the conditions of 
all waters in the State. Given limited staff resources, 
this wealth of water resources presents a challenge to 
achieve this goal by DEEP staff alone. One way DEEP 
has enhanced assessments is by utilizing volunteer 
data to work towards this goal.  This presentation will 
provide an overview of DEEP’s volunteer water mon-
itoring programs and how your community can get in-
volved!  You will also learn about how DEEP uses fish 
and temperature data, including data collected by volun-
teers, to map cold-water habitat that is critical for some 
of our most sensitive native species to survive.

D3. “The Why and the How of Land 
Conservation for Municipalities”
Kathy Czepiel, Connecticut Land Protection Manager. 
Save the Sound and Amy Blaymore Paterson, 
Executive Director, Connecticut Land Conservation 
Council (CLCC)
So, you’ve signed up to serve on your town’s conser-
vation commission. Now it’s time to get to work! But 
how do you go about conserving land in your com-
munity? And why? Intended for conservation com-
missioners who are newer to land conservation, this 
presentation will walk you through the role of conser-
vation commissions and how to establish your conser-
vation values, identify and prioritize land acquisitions, 
collaborate with the community, fund the purchase of 
land or a conservation easement, access helpful re-
sources, and help your town become a better steward 
of the land you hold.

Session 3 (2:45-3:45 PM) Schedule For The Day

Registration & Breakfast
Welcome & Business Mtg.
Keynote Speaker Panel            
Break 1                                       
Session 1 Workshops           
Break 2
Lunch
Break 3
Session 2 Workshops                           
Break 4
Session 3 Workshops
Exhibits Close
Conference Ends     

8:00 – 8:45 am
8:45 – 9:00 am

9:00 – 10:45 am
10:45 – 11:00 am 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm
12:00 – 12:15 pm 

12:15 – 1:15 pm
1:15 – 1:30 pm
1:30 – 2:30 pm
2:30 – 2:45 pm 
2:45 – 3:45 pm

4:00 pm
4:15 pm

www.martinezcouch.com
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CACIWC news, continued from page 2 and Environmental Conference, especially since 
the costs of providing our annual conference have 
grown every year since the COVID-19 pandemic. 
These increased costs include AV services along 
with conference room rentals and food service. Con-
ference sponsorships help us avoid large increases 
in our registration fees each year and help reduce 
the yearly expenses of our member commissions. 
In addition to our larger corporate, business, and 
organizational sponsors, we are very grateful to the 
many commissions and individuals who stepped up 
to with their own personal contributions to help fund 
our conference. 

We also appreciate all those who contributed to the 
Ann Beaudin Memorial Fund in support our efforts 
to continue the legacy of Ann Beaudin, our long-term 
Hartford County representative to our board. All these 
combined commission and individual sponsorships 
are especially meaningful this year as we begin the 
first year following the 50th anniversary of our orga-
nization and this publication, The Habitat. Thank you 
all for your generous contributions that us bring our 
annual conference back again this year! 
 
All of us on the CACIWC Board of Directors con-
tinue to thank you and your fellow commissioners 
and staff for your local efforts and your ongoing 
support. We hope that you be able to join us at our 
2025 Annual Meeting and Environmental Confer-
ence on Saturday, November 15, 2025!

Thank you,
Alan J. Siniscalchi, President
CACIWC   

conference evaluation. The topics and speakers se-
lected for our 48th Annual Meeting and Environmen-
tal Conference were based on your suggestions, and 
we strongly encourage you to be certain to add your 
comments to our 2025 conference evaluation again 
this year before you leave our new venue, Courtyard 
by Marriott Cromwell on Saturday, November 15, 
2025. Watch our website for the additional detailed 
conference news at www.caciwc.org. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us with any questions about our 
conference at AnnualMtg@caciwc.org.

2. Following the recent 50th anniversary of this 
publication, The Habitat, we continue to ask 
conference attendees to also add suggestions for 
article topics to question 12 of our 2025 conference 
evaluation again this year. You can also send 
suggestion for content in The Habitat to us via 
email, at: TheHabitat@caciwc.org or at board@
caciwc.org. We will appreciate all your suggestions!

3. We appreciate all the commissions who have 
renewed their CACIWC membership dues for our 
2025-26 fiscal year. Many commissions are taking 
advantage of the larger discount that we are providing 
this year on the annual conference registration fees. If 
you have not done so, please renew your membership 
using the online and mail membership renewal forms 
located on our website: www.caciwc.org. 

4. Improved membership communication is an im-
portant goal of our strategic plan. Our Membership 
Coordinator & Database Manager Janice Fournier 
extends her thanks to all of you who provided us 
with their updated email addresses as part of their 
2025-26 membership renewals. Please be certain 
to also provide us with updated emails and other 
contact information during the conference registra-
tion process to help Janice maintain an up-to-date 
membership list. These updated emails and other 
contact information will also help us develop a new 
and expanded CACIWC Listserve. 

5. We appreciate our conference sponsors! The 
CACIWC board also expresses our sincere appre-
ciation for the many businesses and organizations 
who have signed up to sponsor our Annual Meeting 

Enhancing properties and communities  
through exceptional land use services.

 203.327.0500 | www.rednissmead.com

Serving Fairfield, New Haven and Westchester Counties Since 1957

http://www.caciwc.org
mailto:AnnualMtg%40caciwc.org?subject=
mailto:TheHabitat%40caciwc.org?subject=
mailto:board%40caciwc.org?subject=
mailto:board%40caciwc.org?subject=
http://www.caciwc.org
http://www.rednissmead.com
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2025 UConn Native Plants and Pollinators Conference
WHAT: UConn Native Plants and Pollinators 
Conference
WHEN: November 13, 2025, 8:45 am-3:15 pm
WHERE: Student Union Ballroom (Room 330), 2100 
Hillside Road, Storrs, CT 06269
REGISTRATION AND MORE INFORMATION: 
https://s.uconn.edu/nppc2025

•	 Early Registration (by October 15): $70
•	 Regular Registration (after October 15): $80
•	 College/University Matriculated Students with 

valid school ID: $25
Registration fee includes:

•	 Continental Breakfast, Lunch, Refreshments
•	 Admission to sessions
•	 Pesticide Recertification credits 

The fifth biennial UConn Native Plants and Pollinators 
Conference will be held Thursday, November 13, 2025, 
from 8:45 a.m.-3:15 pm, at the UConn Student Union 
Ballroom (Room 330), 2100 Hillside Road, Storrs, CT. 
Join us for an exciting day of presentations featuring 
current science-based research and information on 

supporting pollinators in managed landscapes. Learn 
how native plants support pollinator health throughout 
the year! This program is designed for growers and 
other green industry professionals, landscape service 
providers, landscape architects and designers, town 
commissions, municipalities, and home gardeners.

Session topics:
Who are Connecticut’s Specialist Bees: Tracy Zarillo 
MS., Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station
Soil Microbial Allies in Managed Systems: Mia 
Maltz, PhD., Assistant Professor, University of Connecticut 
Knockout Natives: Sam Hoadley, Mt. Cuba Center 
Botanic Garden - Top performers and favorites of 
Phlox, Echinacea, wild hydrangea, Carex, Amsonia, 
and Vernonia from Mt. Cuba Center’s research trials 
will be discussed.
Seeing Nature: Andrew Brand, MS., Coastal Maine 
Botanical Garden
Native Landscape Plants with Local Roots: Jessica 
Lubell-Brand, PhD., Professor, University of Connecticut 

http://www.thepondconnection.com
http://www.kfvg.com
https://s.uconn.edu/nppc2025
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Connecticut’s Wildlife Action Plan is a valuable 
resource that outlines a vision for collabora-
tive conservation. Every ten years, Connecti-

cut’s Wildlife Action Plan is revised 
to reflect the conservation goals for 
the state’s Species of Greatest Con-
servation Need (SGCN) and habitats 
in Connecticut. The Wildlife Action 
Plan is designed to be a comprehen-
sive plan for all residents of the state, 
encompassing conservation actions 
not only for the CT Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) Wildlife Division but also for tribal nations, 
municipalities, NGOs, academics, corporations, and 
private individuals. DEEP just submitted the revised 
2025 version of the Plan to the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service for review, but the most important step, imple-
mentation, is just beginning.  
 

Take the New CT State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) Survey!
To help engage municipalities in its implementation, 
DEEP will conduct a double-session workshop during 
the upcoming CACIWC Conference to explore how 
town commissions and land trusts can benefit from 

and assist in implementing the vision, 
objectives, and actions of the Wildlife 
Action Plan at regional and town levels 
across the state. DEEP will also be pre-
senting a few tools, including the new 
Conservation Action Tracker web por-
tal and Conservation Opportunity Area 
maps. DEEP would appreciate your 
feedback to help shape the content 

and activities of the workshop. CACIWC encourages 
all our commissions and staff to complete this survey 
as soon as possible during October. In doing so you 
will help DEEP determine which topics and activities 
would be most useful and interesting for the partici-
pants. See: https://qualtricsxm9vhmyg46k.qualtrics.
com/jfe/form/SV_2bF84XvHBfayLXg.

Made in Connecticut with over  
90,000 installations since 1999

For more information on how to solve 
solve your stormwater quality issues 
contact us at 800.504.8008 or
visit bmpinc.com.

 

BMP’s products like the SNOUT®, 
Bio-Skirt®, and our new Turbo 
Plate® help you reduce stormwater 
pollution with simple solutions.

The Quality
Stormwater 
Management 
System

New PDH Webinar 

at bmpinc.com!

Join our conference at the 
Courtyard by Marriott Cromwell!

http://www.caciwc.org
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/qualtricsxm9vhmyg46k.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2bF84XvHBfayLXg__;!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!nR5aygZ-WL1HO0fDeQPoN9INgbp7lDPMIN_ZWh2ohCNUGx0Yf0vg-g-7t22yfEO0ZafRHCX4eQ1kiEXnHovanMfN3w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/qualtricsxm9vhmyg46k.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2bF84XvHBfayLXg__;!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!nR5aygZ-WL1HO0fDeQPoN9INgbp7lDPMIN_ZWh2ohCNUGx0Yf0vg-g-7t22yfEO0ZafRHCX4eQ1kiEXnHovanMfN3w$
http://www.bmpinc.com
http://www.ctwetlandsconsulting.com
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/bdlhc-courtyard-hartford-cromwell/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0


14 The Habitat   |  Fall 2025

Dedicated to constant vigilance, judicious management
and conservation of our precious natural resources.

The Habitat

Printed on
recycled paper

Connecticut Association of Conservation and
Inland Wetlands Commissions, Inc.
27 Washington Street
Middletown, CT 06457

www.caciwc.org

 Non Profit Org
 US Postage
 PAID
 Hartford, CT
 Permit # 158

We thank the many businesses and organizations who have signed up 
to sponsor our 2025 Annual Meeting and Environmental Conference!

Fall 2025

Janet P. Brooks, Attorney at Law, LLC 

http://www.caciwc.org
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