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Invasive Aquatic Plants

A Ecosystem Impacts

A Displace native species
A Alter native ecosystems

A A leading cause of species
extinction

A Economic Impacts

A Reduce recreation

A Lower property values and tax
revenue

Interfere with navigation

Economic damages and
management costs of more
than $15 billion per year
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THE CASE FOR AQUATIC PLANTS

A Food and habitat for wildlife

A Stabilize sediments - Improve water
clarity

A Remove nutrients - reduce algal blooms

A~ Help resist invasion

A20-40% coverage of
the littoral zone is
optimal
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Eutrophication

Oligotrophic Eutrophic




Former and Current Lakes and Ponds

560 acres
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D Current Lakes 61,

53 acres

'

- Former Lakes 79

120,000 Feet




Legend

*Invasive

To view locations of individual plant species or other features, open in Adobe Reader DC and click on
the "Layers" tab on the left. Turn features on or off by clicking the "Eye" icons.
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B White water lily
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Vegetation Surveys

Pachaug Pond
Griswold, CT
817 acres

Surveyed on August 9 & 10, 2023
By Greg Bugbee, Summer Stebbins,
Jeremiah Foley, and Madison Manke
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Locations of Invasive Plants Found by CAES OAIS 2004-2023
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- 420 Lake Surveys Performed

- 261 Lakes Surveyed

- 71 Lakes Resurveyed

- 56% of lakes contained one or
more invasive species

v No Invasive Species (117 Lakes) ) Brazilian waterweed (4 Lakes)
Y Eurasian watermilfoil (62 Lakes)

== Minor naiad (45 Lakes)

O Curlyleaf pondweed (39 Lakes)

. Variable-Leaf watermilfoil (42 Lakes)
/\ Fanwort (31 Lakes)

‘ Water chestnut (12 Lakes)

' European waterclover (4 Lakes)
Common water hyacinth (2 Lakes)

American water lotus (1 Lake)

0 Pond water-starwort (1 Lake)

/\ Yellow floating heart (1 Lake)
Waterbodies *CAES OAIS has also found curlyleaf

Hydrilla (9 Lakes) B Counties pondweed, Eurasian watermilfoil, fanwort,

hydrilla, variable-leaf watermilfoil, and
® Parrotfeather (5 Lakes) water chestnut in the Connecticut River.
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Eurasian watermilfoll
Myriophyllum spicatum
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Rectang'.'lar leaves
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Leaves 1 inch apart

O 12 pairs of |l eaf

Rectangular leaf



Eurasian watermilfoll
Myriophyllum spicatum




Variable -leaf watermilfoll
Myriophyllum heterophyllum

Leaves collapse out of water
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Leaves < 1 inch apart

O 11 pairs

Triangular leaf




Curlyleaf pondweed
Potamogeton crispus
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http://www.lib.uconn.edu/webapps/ipane/tiff/uconn_ipane_potamcrisp_03c.tif

Curlyleaf
pondweed

Potamogeton crispus

Problematic in late spring
Dies back by early sum
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http://webapps.lib.uconn.edu/ipane/tiff/uconn_ipane_trapanatan_03c.tif

Fanwort
Cabomba caroliniana
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Hydrilla
Hydrilla verticillata
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