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Invasive Aquatic Plants

ÅEcosystem Impacts
Å Displace native species

Å Alter native ecosystems

Å A leading cause of species 

extinction

ÅEconomic Impacts
Å Reduce recreation  

Å Lower property values and tax 

revenue

Å Interfere with navigation

Å Economic damages and 
management costs of more 

than $15 billion per year



Á Food and habitat for wildlife  

Á Stabilize sediments - Improve water 

clarity

Á Remove nutrients - reduce algal blooms

Á Help resist invasion

THE CASE FOR AQUATIC PLANTS

michiganlakeinfo.com

Á 20-40% coverage of 

the littoral zone is 

optimal



Oligotrophic Eutrophic

nutrients

Eutrophication



Former and Current Lakes and Ponds



portal.ct.gov/ caes -oais

Vegetation Surveys

portal.ct.gov/caes-oais




Eurasian watermilfoil
Myriophyllum spicatum

Leaves 1 inch apart 

Ó 12 pairs of leaflets per leaf

Rectangular leaf

Whorl

1ǌ

CAES OAIS

CAES OAIS

Rectangular leaves

CAES OAIS



Eurasian watermilfoil

Myriophyllum spicatum



D. Tenaglia 

www.missoruriplants.com

Variable -leaf watermilfoil
Myriophyllum heterophyllum

Leaves < 1 inch apart

Ò 11 pairs of leaflets

Triangular leaf
CAES OAIS

Leaves collapse out of  water

CAES OAIS

CAES OAIS

CAES OAIS



Curlyleaf pondweed

Potamogeton crispus

IPANE

Turion

CAES OAIS

CAES OAIS

http://www.lib.uconn.edu/webapps/ipane/tiff/uconn_ipane_potamcrisp_03c.tif


Curlyleaf

 pondweed
Potamogeton crispus

ÅProblematic in late spring

ÅDies back by early summer



IPANE

Water chestnut

Trapa natans

CAES OAIS

CAES OAIS

Rosette

http://webapps.lib.uconn.edu/ipane/tiff/uconn_ipane_trapanatan_03c.tif


A . Smagula

Fanwort
Cabomba caroliniana

Opposite leaves

CAES OAIS
Long petioles

CAES OAIS

CAES OAIS



Hydrilla

Hydrilla  verticillata

Five leaves to a whorl
Tubers

Turions

CAES OAIS

CAES OAIS

Winter Bud

CAES OAIS

Laurie Callahan


